Complications of polyalkylimide 4% injections (Bio-Alcamid): a report of 18 cases.
Injectable filler materials can be valuable to aesthetic surgeons. To date, hardly any short-term and no long-term complications of polyalkylimide injections (Bio-Alcamid) have been reported. We present and discuss the history of 18 patients who had such complications. The patients were between 31 and 55 years of age. The time between injection and the onset of complications of polyalkylimide ranged from 1 month to 3 years. Additional invasive therapy at, or near, the site of injections triggered the onset of infection in 10 patients. By use of T2-weighted MRI with fat suppressing spectro-presaturation inversion recovery (SPIR) the filler material can be visualised. Once infection or migration of the permanent filler occurs, the therapeutic options are limited to surgical removal by a direct approach. Polyalkylimide should be handled under strict antiseptic circumstances. This does not only apply at the time of initial injections, but even more during any subsequent invasive treatment such as evacuation of surplus deposits or additional surgical procedures at, or near, the site of injection.